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Catch more fish with my ‘clockface’ river feeder approach

DAVE’S RIVER 
FISHING Q&A

In the last hour 
or so of the day 
it’s always worth 
running a float 
over this line. 

With four 
hours gone, 
cast here. 

Give it two 
hours then 
cast further 
downstream. 

Start off by 
casting here 
at roughly  
one o’clock. 

flow

how To keep The bITeS ComIng

I’m amazed how wrong some anglers 
can get it when it comes to launching 
a heavy loaded feeder to the 
middle of a fast-flowing, wide river. 

They start a session by casting 
downstream – this is the worst thing 
they can possibly do. I always begin 
by casting slightly upstream, to a 
point at around one o’clock on an 
imaginary clock face.

I then ‘feel’ the feeder down until it 
thuds against the riverbed, and this 
doesn’t take long if there is 4oz of 
additional lead strapped to it! Once 
the feeder is on the bottom, I pay off 
several yards of slack line before 
engaging the bail-arm and putting 
the rod in a rest, positioned on a long 
telescopic bankstick aimed slightly 
downstream of where I’m sitting. 

This slack line is eventually pulled 
tight by the current, the aim being to 
make sure that the feeder stays where 
it has hit the bottom. If there isn’t 
enough weight on it, especially on 
gravel-bottomed rivers, it will drag 
along in the current and 
eventually pull off-line. 
This results in a hookbait 
away from the feed. 

Once you’ve got 
enough weight on 
to anchor it, the slack line 
will show in a straight 
line in front, or slightly 
downstream, of you, with  
a bow created under the water 
back to the feeder.

DROP-BACKS
My favourite rod of all 
time for this type of 
fishing is a Daiwa 
1113P, one which has 
been around for many 
years in different guises. 

I always use it with the 
stiff carbon tip as this bends 
into the pressure of the flow 
and absorbs it so that the 
feeder isn’t pulled off 

course. If you elect to use a stiffer 
hollow tip, you’ll need much more 
weight to hold bottom.

This set-up is great for barbel, as 
they hook themselves, and it’s also 
the best way to catch chub, as you 
have a much more sensitive tip to 
register bites on. Nine times out of 10, 
bites will register as drop-backs as the 
fish dislodges the feeder, hooks itself 
and creates a moment of slack line. 

What follows can either be you 
playing a big fish or, potentially, a lost 
rod, so stay alert! I put the rod 
between my legs on top of my seatbox 
so that even if I’m looking away I  
will feel the vibration and won’t have 
the rod pulled in! 

KEEPING BITES COMING
Once you’ve mastered the art of 
casting to the same place every time 
there are several things you can do to 
attract fish. You have a choice 
between open-end and blockend 
feeders, and I will use both during a 
session. I’ve found that groundbait is 
the best way to attract fish into the 
swim, but feed from a blockend is a 
better way of getting them confident 
enough to take the hookbait. 

I’m talking specifically about  
pellets here, and I use Bait-Tech 

Super Marine Halibut pellets 
in conjunction with the 

same company’s 
Halibut Marine 
Method Mix. 

You can start 
off with a 3ft tail,  

but experiment 
from 18ins to 

5ft or even 6ft. Keep the feeder in this 
position for at least a couple of hours, 
and bear in mind you have different 
sized feeders at your disposal.

After two hours, slowly work your 
way downstream by first casting in 
front, then at 11 o’clock on the clock 
face, then 10 o’clock and so on. By the 
end of a session you will have covered 
a huge area of your swim and any fish 
holding back downstream that would 
otherwise have been missed 
completely can often be caught.  

DON’T IGNORE A BIG FLOAT
On the Wye and Severn I’ll set up a big 
speci waggler to run over the top of 
my feeder line once bites dry up. 

On one such day I was in a match on 
the Wye at Hereford, and after seven 
decent chub to 6lb on the feeder 
things went quiet. I switched to a 
6SSG waggler and ran it over where 
the feeder had been sat. 

First run down on this brought me a 
5lb fish, and the next another 6lb 
specimen. I doubt I would have 
caught either of these if I’d stayed on 
the feeder, as there clearly weren’t 
loads there and those that were left 
after I’d taken seven from the shoal 
had become very shy.  

SLOW DOWN THE FEED RATE 
If you’re using maggots there is a very 
easy way to slow down the rate at 
which they come out of the feeder. 

I tape up all or some of the middle 
holes, which makes the bait stay 
inside much longer, especially when 
it’s cold. This means I can leave the 
feeder in longer with just a trickle of 

loosefeed trundling 
its way down to 
the hookbait. 
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By the 
end you’ll 

have covered a 
huge area of 
the swim

Barbel on the 
feeder soon 

build a weight.

Ready to cast 
- but how far 

down the peg 
should you go?

Neil Stevens from Leicester asks: 
“How much bait should I put out with 
a swimfeeder, and should I leave it in 
a long time or bring the feeder out 
and recast every couple of minutes?”

Dave says: “When I use maggots 
and/or casters and hemp I seldom 
leave the feeder in for more than  
two minutes, but with pellets I often 
leave it in the peg for up to  
20 minutes. Barbel can see maggots 
and casters in clear water and bites 
can come as soon as the feeder has 
hit the bottom. With pellets it’s more 
of a waiting game, but I’m constantly 
experimenting to try and work out 
what will attract, but not overfeed, 

the fish in my practice 
sessions.”

Have you  
got a question 

to ask our  
resident river expert? If you 

have then email it to info@
daveharrellangling.com
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