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Tom Bilson 
match success
TWENTY-six anglers took 
part in the fourth annual 
match at Pitsford Reservoir 
in memory of the founder 
of England Youth Flyfishing, 
Tom Bilson.

The match, in which each 
adult was paired in a boat 
with a youth angler, saw 
everyone catch, with the 
winner being Ryan Worker, 
who caught eight fish for a 
total weight of 21lb 13oz.

He was closely followed by 
Simon Lehane who had eight 
fish for 21lb 12oz, and the top 
youth was Kieran Bonas on 
20lb 15oz. The biggest fish 
of the day was a rainbow 
weighing 5lb 8oz 8dr caught 
by Gary How.

River facelift 
will boost fish 
movement
A SMALL river in East Sussex 
is set to undergo a make-
over that will see a section of 
the Uck turned back into its 
most natural state in order 
to promote wildlife and fish 
welfare.

The £150,000 project, 
which is being funded by 
DEFRA and actioned by 
engineering firm Royal 
Haskoning DHV, The 
Environment Agency and 
Ouse & Adur Rivers Trust 
(OART), includes removing 
an old weir on a stretch 
of the river near Buxted, 
Uckfield, to improve its 
natural flow and allow fish 
to pass through more easily. 
Gravel is also being placed 
in the river to provide new 
habitat and spawning for 
fish and invertebrates.

Soar fishing 
gets cheaper
LOUGHBOROUGH Soar 
Angling Society is to reduce 
the price of its club books 
for the rest of the season.

The discounted full 
adult winter permit will be 
available at local tackle 
shops from December 1, 
priced at £15. 

The membership entitles 
anglers to fish numerous 
sections of the popular  
River Soar until the end of 
the river season, as well 
as sections of canal, such 
as the Grand Union at 
Loughborough. 

For more details 
log on to www.
loughboroughsoarangling.
co.uk

match news 
and results 
start page 54

temperature check

more info
 Dave Harrell is recognised 

as one of the country’s best-ever 
river anglers and has devoted his life to 
learning different skills on running water. 
He has fished for England at World and 
European level and now owns his own 
tackle company, Dave Harrell Angling. 
For details of the product range go to: 
www.daveharrellangling.com

He is also available for one to one and 
group coaching sessions on the River 
Wye throughout the river season. For 
more details contact Dave at: info@
daveharrellangling.com

IN THIS year’s Wye 
Champs I drew the first 
peg below the bridge at 
Eign and was told it could 
be up for a chub weight.

Careful plumbing revealed a 
swim that shallowed all the way 
to the next peg. 

I set up a 6SSG Speci Waggler 
with four No4 shot down and a 
size 12 Animal Spade direct to 
0.22mm line, a rig set to drag the 
bottom. I also set up a 5SSG 
version of the same float with 
three No4 shot down, set 
shallower but on the same line 
and hook in a size 14. My third 
float rod used a 10g Alloy Avon 
that I could fish well out with a 
bunch of maggots on a big hook.

I didn’t set a feeder rod up – in 
hindsight, a big mistake. I began 
on the 6SSG rig and fed casters 
and hemp to mid-river for 
starters, as far as I could get in 
the swirling wind. Four bronze 
maggots on a size 12 brought me 
my first chub of around 3lb after 
just 15 minutes – a good start I felt.

Two more chub were all I could 
add for a 7-5-0 total, leaving me 
1oz behind the section winner, 
who had just two chub for 7-6-0! 

I reflected on the day and 
regretted not setting a feeder rod 
up – I think I’d have won my 
section if I had, but it was a 
classic case of trying to become 
Wye Champion before trying to 
win the section and do things in 
a more systematic way! 

Congratulations to Mark Jones, 
who took the only big barbel 
weight on the day, and to  
Mike Bradley and Leigh Gardener 
who tied for second with 60lb 
chub catches on the waggler. 

The competition was really 
well organised by John 
Pembridge and his team, and I 

was proud to have my DH 
Angling brand linked to it as the 
main sponsor.

For the first time in the history 
of the Wye Championships 
entries were by postal 
applications only, and it clearly 
worked well as anglers from all 
over the country took part.

In my opinion, it could be made 
even better by setting up an 
online application system.

RINg THE CHaNgES
In my last few coaching sessions 
on the Wye, most of the barbel 
have been caught on maggots as 
opposed to pellets. 

Swims where feeder-fished 
pellets worked a few weeks ago 

are now responding much better 
to a maggot approach, but  
patience is needed until the fish 
turn on. When they do, up to 10 
fish in three or four hours is a not 
uncommon occurrence. 

Would we have caught the 
same number of fish on just a 
pellet approach? I don’t think so. 
Every time I have switched over 
to hair-rigged pellets it’s been a 
long wait to catch on them, so 
ringing the changes is important.

FEEd aNd lEavE
On the Wye, around 2oz of 
lead is needed to hold 
bottom, even in low 
water conditions, 
and when the river 
has been up, as much as 
four or five ounces has 
been required. 

Best tail lengths and 
strengths have been 
around 3ft to 4ft of 6lb or 
8lb line tied to a size 12 or 
10 Kamasan Animal Spade 

hook. Best hookbait has been 
four or five red maggots.  

My approach to get the best 
results has been to start on an 
open-end feeder, plugging a 
50/50 mix of casters and hemp, 
plus a few 4mm Bait-Tech Super 
Halibut pellets with neat  
Bait-Tech Halibut groundbait. 

I use either a medium or large 
Nisa open-end feeder for this 
and introduce around six quick 
feederfuls by leaving the feeder 

in for no more than two minutes. 
After the initial feed has been 

introduced I’ve been switching 
between open and blockend 
feeders and leaving them in for 
anything up to 15 minutes.   

It’s worth putting two rods up if 
you can, as you can then switch 
between the two with maggots 
on one and hair-rigged pellets on 
the other.

If the water you fish allows two 
rods to be used at the same time 
it’s even easier because you can 
fish both baits simultaneously to 
work out which is working better 
for you.

If you’re limited to one rod, 
take some rubber hook hairs 
with you. That means you can 
then experiment with pellets on 
the same spade-end hook that 
you are using for maggots. 

These rubber hairs (left) are 
manufactured by Stonfo in Italy 
and are well worth getting hold 
of in both sizes. 

They  make it so easy to switch 
baits around in mere seconds.

BUIld YOUR SWIM

It’s been an out-and-out maggot 
approach on the float everywhere 
I have been recently and, as with 
the feeder, it’s been important to 
remain patient and build the 
swims up, rather than blast too 
much bait in too soon and risk 
killing your swim.

I always take plenty of bait with 
me on rivers like the Severn and 
the Wye in the winter months, 
but just lately I’ve been taking 
most of it home after a 
session because the fish 
have been responding 
better to small amounts 
introduced on a little-and-
often basis. Things will 
change when they get used 
to the lowering temper-
atures, but my advice for 
the next few weeks would 
be to err on the side of 
caution and build the swim 
slowly. The last couple of 
hours of daylight will 
probably be the best.

A couple of weeks ago I mentioned 
how useful it was to check water 
temperatures at this time of the year. 
It’s something I’ve been doing for  
a number of years, and it’s a very  
good practice to get into, as you  
can gradually 
build up an 
understanding 
of what to do 
and when, 
especially if 
you live close 
to the river. 

A lot of people 
have emailed 
me since I 
mentioned  
it,  asking 
which digital 
thermometer I would recommended 
them to use. 

My choice is the Reuben Heaton 
model, shown here. It’s got a very long 
cable that can be thrown into the river 
and left for the duration of a session 
and it gives you two readings, one for 
water and one for air. 

I’ve got a brand new spare 
thermometer, which I’m putting up as 
a prize for one lucky Angling Times 
reader. All you need to do to stand a 
chance of winning it is visit and ‘like’ 
my Facebook page at: www.facebook.
com/DaveHarrellAngling

The winner will be drawn randomly 
at the end of this week and notified 
personally through the site.   
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A digital thermometer helps me decide my tactics.

My Reuben Heaton 
digital thermometer. 

Richard Davies found a maggot approach worked better than 

pellets on a recent coaching day with Dave.

Here I am in action during 
the Wye Champs – with 
hindsight, I’d have done 
better on the feeder.

Dave favours these 
rubber Stonfo hairs 

for quick-change 
options between 

maggots and pellets. 
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