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TACTICS I catch more fish              with these brilliant float tips
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Go prepared
Carry floats in all sizes and make sure you 
have spares in case you lose one. Different 
colour tops allow you to see the float in all 
light conditions – orange, yellow and 
black are the best colours.

Pick the right sized float
For stick float choice in steady flow, use a 
No4 shot per foot of depth. For example, 
in a 6ft deep swim use a 6 No 4 sized float. 

For fast-flowing swims use two No4 shot 
per foot of depth on your stick float, so in a 
6ft deep swim I’ll use a 12 No 4 float.

On Avon and Bolo rigs for big, fast rivers 
I use an olivette and use 1g for every two 
feet of depth – therefore a 10ft swim needs 
a 5g float.

Shot wagglers properly
Use at least two-thirds of the total capacity 
as locking shot around the 
base of the float when 
waggler fishing.

Too much shot 
down the line will 
result in tangles on 
the cast.

TACKLE AND RIGS
Make rigs at home
Making rigs up at home and storing them 
on pole winders saves time on the bank 
and you can join the rigs to mainline with 
a loop-to-loop system, the same way you 
join hooklengths to mainlines.

Once joined, slide the float over the 
loops so the float is on the mainline.

TACTICS
Search the depths
The key to catching on rivers is to make 
sure you map the swim you’re fishing and 
that means spending time with a big 
plummet searching the whole length of 
your swim. Deep holes can be shoaling 
areas for big fish as well as smaller species 
like roach. Mark the depth on your rod.

Cast downstream
Always cast slightly downstream when 
you are wagglerfishing – if the flow is 
going from left to right, cast to the one 
o’clock position on an imaginary clock 
face. This will ensure good presentation 
from the start of the run through the 
swim.

Control your rig
Once I’ve cast out and let the float start its 
run, I’ll let the line slide through my 
fingers so I can gradually check the 
travelling speed of the float.

When I get a bite I simply dab a finger on 
the spool to stop the line and this gives 
me something solid to strike against.

10-minute trials
Give yourself 10 to 15 minute blocks of 
time doing something in a particular way 
before you change. This is especially the 
case when you are trying to establish a 
regular catching depth.

Experiment with shot
There’s no hard and fast rule as to which 
rig will be best – some days the slow fall of 
the strung-out shotting pattern is best 
but, if you’re getting murdered by little 
fish or you’ve got a strong downstream 
wind which makes control of the float 
difficult, a bulk shotting pattern is better.

Go deeper... or shallow up
If I’m not catching I alter the depth by up 
to two feet. Sliding the float up means I 
can fish overdepth to trip the bait along 
the deck. Sliding the float down shallows 
up the rig and lets the bait run through off 
the bottom.

It’s all about searching the swim to find 
the fish and work out how they want the 

FEEDING TRICKS
Feed at least once each cast
I use a hemp and caster mix plus maggots 
as my main feed baits and I’ll often feed at 
the start of a trot, again as the float is half-
way down the run and then once more as 
the float reaches the end of the trot and is 
cranked back in. This constant trickle of 
feed is vital to get  species like chub 
fighting for your bait.

Experiment with the feed rate
Steadily increase the amount if you are 
catching as it might result in better 
quality fish.

Put the small fish off
If you are using maggots and casters and 
getting pestered with small fish try 
increasing the amount of bait to feed 
them off. If the extra feed won’t work try 
other baits like tares, bread, sweetcorn or 
pellets.

If small fish are intercepting the bait 
near the surface, try groundbait with the 
loose offerings inside, to get the bait 
down to the bottom quickly.

Sink rates for baits
When it comes to feeding I’ll put fast-
sinking hemp and casters into the water 
just downstream of my peg and follow it 
with slower-sinking maggots tossed a 
few yards further upstream.

Using three baits that sink at different 
rates ensures they hit the riverbed in 
different places, laying down a strip 
of freebies rather than a tight 
‘patch’. This increases the time 
your hookbait trots over free 
offerings and boosts the chance of 
getting a bite.
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of careful thought.
I think too many people just 

roll up at a river, throw some bait 
in and expect to catch – but it’s 
rarely that easy during the 
opening couple of weeks.

Bear in mind that these fish 
haven’t seen an angler’s bait for 
at least three months, so plan 
your trip sensibly and choose 
the right venues and swims to 
give yourself the best possible 
chance of catching.

I love fast-flowing water 
during the first few weeks of any 
new season, which is why I’ll be 
heading in the direction of the 
River Wye and River Severn.

There are plenty of other rivers 
around the country that also 
offer great river sport if you do 
things right too, and for me that 
means getting your float rods 
out and exploring every inch of 
your local river.

Over the next few pages I’ll 
show you how…

Do you have problems when it 
comes to tackling moving 
water? Lots of anglers do, so 
we’ve recruited river legend 
and Severn match record-
holder Dave Harrell to help 
you. 

To kick off the series he looks 
forward to the new season 
ahead and reveals why you 
need to fish the float to get 
the best results…   

After a three-month lay-off I 
can’t wait to get back out on the 
rivers and I reckon it could be 
the best start we’ve had in years. 

Why do I think that? Well, we 
had a really wet April, which 
resulted in many of our rivers 
bursting their banks and all 
getting the good flush-through 
that they desperately needed. 

The levels then subsided and 
this was followed by a mini 
heatwave, which saw fish 
spawning all over the country.

Now that is over and the 
temperatures have dropped a 
little, I’m expecting a lot of very 
hungry fish will be waiting to be 
fed from June 16 onwards! 

Selecting the right swim to 
start your season will, of course, 
be important and will need a lot 

TURN OVER TO SEE HOW TO TIE DAVE’S 
FAVOURITE RIVER FLOAT RIGS – 
THERE’S ONE FOR EVERY SITUATION!

Experiment with the 
depth of your rig to put 
your hookbait where the 
fish are feeding.

Spray your mainline with 
a floating line spray – this 
will give you better 
control of your float.

 Plumb 
up to 

find the 
deep areas 
as this is 
where the 
fish will be

Bag up on the float this season

Increasing the feed rate and 
amounts you feed can spur 
the bigger fish into moving 
into your swim.

Brand
new 
series


