
AnglingT ımes AnglingT ımesSubScribe now at: www.greatmagazines.co.uk tuesday, november 20, 2012 21tuesday, november 20, 2012 Join uS at: www.gofishing.co.uk20

Petition to get 
ban removed
A CAMPAIGN to get an 
angling ban removed at a 
venue in the West Midlands 
has been given the backing 
of local councillors. More 
than 300 people have 
signed a petition to have the 
restriction on Priory Pool 
in Leasowes Park, Dudley, 
lifted, and their battle has 
now been given added 
impetus after local officials 
pledged their support.

Fishing has been suspended 
twice since 2008 amid 
accusations that anglers 
were causing bank erosion, 
damaging new plants and 
endangering wildlife. A 
decision on whether to allow 
angling to resume for an 
18-month trial period will 
be made at a meeting in the 
coming weeks.

Work begins 
to remove silt
A FISH-FILLED waterway 
that has become choked 
with silt is set to enjoy a new 
lease of life after work began 
to correct the problem.

The King’s Lynn AA stretch 
of the Old Bedford Drain 
at Salters Lode is home to 
big shoals of roach, bream 
and pike, but members 
have struggled to find a 
suitable peg in recent years 
due to the silt problem and 
excessive bankside plant 
growth. Contractors have 
now been called in to deal 
with the issue, and more 
details can be found by 
visiting www.klaa.co.uk

Club is left 
devastated at 
aerator theft
A CASH-STRAPPED fishing 
club in the north-west was 
left devastated when it 
had its pond aerator stolen 
just weeks after having 
it installed. Stockport 
Federation Angling Club 
based in Stockport, Cheshire 
had only just fitted the 
device into the water at 
Newhouse Farm Pond at 
Bramhall after a number of 
fish deaths at the venue led 
to the decision to buy the 
device at the cost of £1,000.

John Murphy, who is 
fishery officer for the club 
is pleading for anyone who 
knows anything to come 
forward: “We are a non-
profit organisation who do 
a lot of work for kids and 
charity and this project 
took us a lot of hours of 
hard work to sort out the 
electricity, as well as install 
the device.” he said.

Anyone with info should 
call John on 0161 4774536.
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Make mine 
a double!

final thoughts...

more info
 Dave Harrell is recognised 

as one of the country’s 
best-ever river anglers and has devoted 
his life to learning different skills on 
running water. He has fished for 
England at World and European level 
and now owns his own tackle company, 
Dave Harrell Angling. For details,go to: 
www.daveharrellangling.com

He is also available for one to one and 
group coaching sessions on the River 
Wye throughout the river season. For 
more details contact Dave at: info@
daveharrellangling.com

I WAS delighted to win the festival 
again but didn’t expect to achieve it 
in the way that I did. For starters, I 
normally use a lot of groundbait on 
the Wye but the low and clear river 
conditions and the pegs that I drew 
meant I never threw one ball in. 

The conditions also resulted in  
me setting up less kit than I have 
ever done on matches there in the 
past, and was proof that the old 
adage about keeping things simple 
can often be the best way to go 
about things. 

Thanks go to organisers Pete 
Golding and Tony Doyle, who did a 
great job again, and also to sponsor 
Shakespeare for its generous 
support with tackle prizes. 

We need more competitions like 
this, as there are rivers all over the 
country that could host great 
three-day festivals. The demand is 
there, we just need people to 
organise and run them.  

Dave’s picturesque 
Day 1 swim was right in 

Hereford city centre. 

DAY THREE

Leading the pack was Hadrian on two 
points and he pulled out peg 48, which is 
normally a good swim. The previous day 
had seen a dry net there, so it was 
anyone’s guess what would happen this 
time. My heart sank when I pulled out 
peg 39! This swim had produced next to 
nothing on the first day and had gone dry 
on the second. I thought I was out of it. 

The only thing in my favour was 
the fact that the area I was in had 
produced barbel in the past, and 
with the slightly warmer 
temperatures I went for a big-fish 
approach with a maggot feeder 
and a four-foot tail. 

Set ups were simple – feeder rod, 10lb 
mainline, 6lb bottom and size 12 hook 
and a 20xNo4 Alloy Stem stick for close in.    

I started on the feeder just past middle 
and after 40 minutes a violent drop-back 
bite saw me attached to a small barbel. On 
the hour mark a similar fish followed, and 
by mid-match I had taken four. Word on 
the bank was that Hadrian was catching 

dace and roach, but not catching them 
fast enough to do a big weight. 

Four more barbel in the second half of 
the match gave me a 40lb total, which 
was enough to win the day and also the 
festival outright with four points. 
Hadrian’s 16lb meant he finished second 
on five. 

Dave harrell reflects on the Wye festival, 
Where a siMple approach brought hiM a 
seconD brilliant victory in the event

THE three-day Hereford 
Angling Festival is a 
competition that I look 
forward to every year. It’s 
an event that tests 

competitors to the limit in terms of 
their all-round river fishing skills  
and experience.

I was fortunate enough to win the very 
first festival here back in 2006, so the 
quest ever since then has been to become 
the first person to win it twice. I came 
really close a couple of years ago but 
missed out by the slenderest of margins 
on the final day when 3oz more would 
have given me the title. 

This year’s Shakespeare-sponsored 
festival saw the river at perfect level in 
the days leading up to it, but with no rain 
forecast, the only fear was that the river 
would run too clear. For some reason this 
always results in a lot of the fish from the 
top end of the length migrating to the 
bottom end. 

Good preparation is vital for festivals, 
especially if you’re away from home for 
the whole week as I was. The level and 
colour of the river would dictate 
approaches, so everything was catered 
for to cover running line float work, pole 
fishing and feeder approaches. This 
meant pole rigs from 3g to 15g, open and 
blockend feeders up to 6oz and plenty of 
top and bottom floats and wagglers. 

DAY ONE

When I drew peg 95 I knew that I had a 
good chance of some fish, but with my 
10-peg zone running from peg 92 right 
the way down to the bottom of the tennis 
courts area below the small bridge I also 
knew that anything could happen. 

For starters, I was up against peg 96 
below me. This one is a noted swim for 
chub and was drawn by Hadrian Whittle, 
who is one of the most consistent anglers 
the River Wye has ever seen. I was also 
up against peg 92, which is my favourite 
roach swim on the whole length. 

The colour from the previous weekend 
had dropped out after a few cold and dry 
nights and the river was running clear.  
A strong downstream wind had also got 
up to make things even more difficult. 

The swim was about 10ft deep and I 
decided to keep things as simple as 
possible and set up just two float rods. 
On one I fixed a 14xNo4 lignum base 
stick with the shots strung out and on 
the other I set up a 6AAA No1 Truncheon 
Waggler. Down the line on this rod I gave 
myself options to fish between four and 
10 No4 shot. Both rigs were set up on 4lb 
(0.18mm) mainline with size 16 Drennan 
Wide Gape hooks tied to hi-tech 0.14mm 
hooklengths for double maggot. Bait was 
six pints of bronze maggots, with a few 
reds for the hook.

A fruitless first half-an-hour on the 
stick saw me switch over to the waggler, 
and after 10 minutes the float shot under 
halfway down the swim. I struck into 
what clearly was a good fish and at first I 
thought I’d hooked a big chub. After a 
dogged fight, I eventually slipped the net 
under a 3-10-0 perch! At the next peg 
down, Hadrian was struggling for bites.  

The next three hours were better for 
both of us, with some quality roach and 
chub landed, and with an hour to go I 
knew I was a fair way in front of my 
downstream neighbour. 

The final hour was painful for me 
though as, bit by bit, Hadrian clawed me 
back and then overtook me in the final 15 
minutes. I felt a little disappointed but 
our 27lb and 25lb weights put us first and 
second in the section so we were both off 
to a good start.    

DAY TWO 
The top end of the match length had 
fished hard on the first day so I was 
delighted to pull out peg 2 on the second 
day. This was a swim that had produced 
seven chub on Day 1 so obviously I 
fancied it for another good result. 

I decided another simple approach was 
called for in the clear conditions and set 
up two wagglers and a feeder. Floats 
were both 6SSG Thick Speci wagglers on 
6lb (0.22mm) mainline and hooks were 
size 12 Drennan Wide Gapes tied to 
0.16mm hooklengths. Down the line I 
could vary from four up to 10 No4 shot, 
with the extra fixed right under the float 
so that I could quickly add more down 

the line if required.
On the feeder rod I set up a 50g 

Kamasan Blackcap feeder on 10lb 
mainline with a 6lb hooklength and a 
size 12 Kamasan Animal Spade hook. 

Bronze maggots and a 50/50 caster and 
hemp mix was the feed bait, and two 
chub on the waggler in the first hour had 
me thinking that a big weight might be 
on the cards. 

Alas, it wasn’t, and by the end all I’d got 
in the net were three chub caught on the 
waggler plus a 5lb barbel taken on the 
feeder. Thankfully my 12lb total was 
enough to win the section, though, so at 
the end of the second day I was now on 
three points and well in contention to 
win a main prize.  

britain’s best river angler 
tells all – only in AnglingT ımes

Dave Harrell

A fine 25lb of roach and chub – plus a bonus perch 
– gave Dave a good start to the festival. 

Top three: Derron Harper (left), Dave and 
Hadrian Whittle. 

First bite on Day 1 
and Dave was soon 
slipping the net 
under this surprise 
3-10-0 perch. 


